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HE dreadful degeneracy of the prefent age compared with 
the preceding, has been the fubjeé&t of much learned enquiry, 


and philofophical inveftigation. Hiftory has been ranfacked for 
examples, and fimiles have been almoft exhaufted in comparifons, 


to prove how unfortunate it is, that we were not born three or 
four hundred years ago, and lamenting the unhappy condition 
of the poor miferables who live in this miferable age. Permit me 


‘to drop my tributary tear into this fountain of forrow, and to 
 fhew that thefe are not mere declamations: allow me to give a 


ftatement of the different manners of different ages, which mutt 


prove, to thofe who are not blinded by prejudice, that the torrent 


of diffipation which has encreafed to fo alarming a degree, muft, 


if not checked in its progrefs, overwhelm and deftroy the empire, 
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A COMPARATIVE VIEW OF ANCIENT AND MODERN MANNERS, 


‘“* Why had not I in thofe good times my birth, 


6s E’er coxcomb pies or coxcombs were on earth 2” 


THE CONT R & ST.. 


FORMERLY. 


Our houfes in the metropolis 
were built as if they were in- 
tended to ftand with their roofs 
downwards, the fecond floor 
projecting a yard farther than 
the firft, and the garrets a yard 
farther than the fecond floor; by 
this means they were fo cotrve 
niently clofe at the top, that 
men might flake hands with 
their oppofite neighbours ; and if 
any one wanted a {nug fituation, 
little courts and alleys, like air- 
wells, were to be found all over 
the town. 


The kings of this country 
made the fign of the crofs in the 
place of writing their names, 
“‘ fignum crucis manu propria,” 
&c. Ge. Sc. whence the term of 
figning inftead of fubfcribing. 
When they fealed a deed, or 
any other inftrument, they bit 
the wax with their teeth; and 
as the teeth of a king are always 
fharper, and bite deeper, than 
thofe of a fubjeét, there was no 
danger, nor indeed a poflibility, 
of any one counterfeiting the 
royal fang. 


Our hardy anceftors never 
pared their nails, woreone fhirt for 
a fortnight or three weeks, and, 
not knowing the ufe of razors, 





AT PRESENT. 


Now, houfes are built at fo 
ridiculous a diftance that you 
can fcarcely fee your oppofite 
neighbour. The ftreets are fo 
foolifily wide, that the town 
takes up twice the ipace it ought 
to do, and by this means it is a 
day’s journey to travel from one 
end to the other; nor is there a 
{nug court to be met with, ex- 
cept in the neighbourhood of 
Hounfditch, 


Men of every rank are taught 
to write, in which many have 
attained to fo much {fkill, that 
they can with eafe counterfeit 
the fignature of others; this 
renders property infecure ; for in 
many cafes a Bank Director has 
not been able to {wear to his 
own hand: befides, this general 
fkill is fo great a temptation to 
thofe who poflefs it, that we 
have numbers of men.executed 
for forgery, a crime our vir- 
tuous anceftors were happily ig- 
norant of, 


Every man-milliner wears fe- 
ven fhirts a week, employs a 
chiropodift to pare his nails, and 
keeps his fkin as {mug and 
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FORMERLY. 


they never fhaved at all. Every 
gentleman {moked tobacco, and 
drank ale or metheglin, looked 
as fierce as he was able, and never 
combed his hair, except with his 
fingers. 


In the year 1533, two per- 
formers who played the parts of 
Adam and Eve in an interlude 
at Chefter, played their parts 
quite naked, to reprefent the 
charaéters with {trict propriety, 
In a fuceeeding age King Lear 
had a long major. wig, a red 
laced coat, green velvet breeches, 
with gold knee-bands, and black 
filk ftockings. This was grand, 
and fomething like a king. 
Their tones wete rich, fonorous, 
and declamatory, fuch as people 
never heard, except upon the 


ftage. 


The halis and parlours of our 
anceftors were decorated with 
bucks’ horns, fpears, {words, 
guns, foxes tails, and badgers’ 
fkins, emblems of their war- 
like difpofitions, their high and 
independent {pirits, and fondnefs 


for war and the {ports of the 
field. 
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fmooth as the lip of a girl of 
fifteen. Scrapes his vile mazard 
with a philofopbical razor, polithes 
his delicate face with a medicated 
Italian wath-bail, and fprinkles 
his pocket handkerchief with 
odour of rofes, and /mells fa 
Sweet, and looks fo like a waiting- 
gentlewoman: — faugh!— Pm 
fick on’t, 


In. 1789, the performers upon 
our theatres, efpecially the fe- 
males, are fo far from playing 
their parts waked, that they drefs 
in habits fo expenfive as go near 
to ruin the managers, though 
only acting as waiting maids or 
millers’ daughters. So little is 
nature ot propriety attended to, 
that you frequently fee a Spanifh 
officer dreft in an Englifh uni- 
form, and‘a yeoman of the 
guards attending upon Henry the 
Vth. Richard and Richmond 
fight upon a carpet which is not 
even green. Since Garrick in- 
troduced what he called his na- 
tural peaking, a king talks juft 
like another man.. Whatever 
this may be called, it is not 
playing. 


The halls and parlours of our 
degenerate contemporaries are 
decorated with Grecian bronzes, 
or Etruican vafes, with expen- 
five pictures, and enormous col- 
leétions of foolith books, which 
give them the appearance of a 
circulating library, or an exhibi- 
tion room. 
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FORMERLY. 


Margaret Countefs of Rich- 
mond, the pious mother of 
Henry the Vilth, in her laft huf- 
band’s life-time obtained a li- 
cence from him to live chafe; 
whereupon fhe took upon her- 
felf the vow of celibacy. 


In 1581, Fobn Stubbs and Wil- 
liam Page had their right hands 
cut off for writing a book againft 
the queen’s marriage with the 
Duke of Anjou, 


In the time of Henry the 
Vilth, the diffeftion of a hu- 
man body was thought /acrilege. 
At the fame time men made, their 
wills if they only dreamed of a 
phyfician, deeming it an omi- 
nous prefage of death, fo fen- 
fible were our anceftors of the 
general confequence that follaws 
a phyfician, This proves their 
underftanding and prefcience. 
They did not confound them- 
felyes about the circulation of 
the blood: but if a man had too 
much, they fent for a darder to 
let fome of it out. 


Our gardens were laid out in 
ftraight lines, ypon a geometrical 
principle, and our trees cut into 
the forms of peacocks, pyramids, 
and pigeons, ana fometimes made 
to refemble the human form it- 
felf, keeping the arts of defign 
in the view of the people. 
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AT PRESENT. 


The counteffes of the prefent 
age make no fuch vows as this. 
Very many of them find it im- 
poilible to keep even their mar- 
riage vow. 


In 1789, fo lax are the laws, 
that men may write againft what 
they will, without even their 
ears being in danger, ° 


In the time of George the 
IlId, dead bodies are cut and 
flafhied by every fmatterer in fur- 
gery, all for the fake of experi- 
ment forfeoth! as if the wicked- 
ne({s did nat over- balance any lit- 
tle knowledge which may be 
obtained by tuch horrid means. 
If a ‘man ig fick, he is fo far 
from being terrified: at arcaming 
of a phyfician, that he pofitively 
fends for one when he is awake, 
and even pays him for {cribbling 
a little bad Latin. Men are per- 
petually making experiments, by 
which many are deftroyed. This 
alfo is very wicked, 


Now every attempt is made to 
give them as wild and roftic an 
appearance as poflible, and make 
them look natural, as if no gare 
denef had been near-them with 
any thing except a broom to 
{weep nature. This fatbion may 
be traced to that foolith book of 
Horace Walpole’s, and fome 





| other fanciful writers, 
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FORMERLY. 


Formerly there was as much 
timber about a coach as there is 
now about a {mall houfe, or as 
would go far towards building a 
fixty-gun fhip. It was fubftan- 
tial, and fix horfes were yoked 
together to draw it. It was fo 
hung as to give the paflengers a 
good thake and wholefome exer- 
cife, 


When any one was feized with 
the {mall-pox, every crevice of 
the room was clofely {topped to 
keep out the air, and the door 


fearcely ever opened, and a 
large fire keptin the room. This 
was comfortable; and though 


people generally died, yet it was 
fome fatisfa&tion to their friends 


‘to know that that they died sn- 


CUNDUM ARTEM. 


Formerly a man might travel 
from one end of England to the 
other, without incurring any 


other expence than he chofe to 


f° to at the different inns where 
e ftopped. 


Formerly, a fermon was di; 
vided into fix and thirty parts, 
and the preaching of it would 
take up two or three hours, 


Formerly, when men met to 
pats a chearful evening, ‘every 
one was compelled to drink 
bumpers, and in turn they fat 
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Now there are fteel fprings, 
foft cufhions, and every huxuri- 
ous invention for eaf. They 
are built fo light, that two horfes 
will draw them inftead of fix, 
nor do they give the paflengers 
more exercife than their owa 
elbow chairs: people confe- 
quently die from repletion. 


Now the windows are thrown 


open, and the poor patient taken 
into the ftreets when his difor- 
der is at the higheft. This is 


cruel, and contrary to common 
fenfe ; and though moft people 


furvive, yet it muft be wrong, for 
it is contrary to every phyfical 
aphorifm that. has been handed 
from the infallible ancients. 


Now he is impeded by turn- 
pikes every two or three miles, 
and plundered of his pence at 
the eatrayce of every little ped- 
ling village he paffes through, 
under the pretence of paying for 
mending the roads; a {mali im- 
provement, which by no means 
compenfates for the extra ex- 
pence. 


Now, it is a flimfy litte eflay, 
which may be got through in 
ten or fifteen minutes, and yet 
in that fhort time it frequently 
tires the congregation. 


Now, men drink as they like, 
go away when they chufe, and 
a&t as they think beft, without 
being once prefled to do any 
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up all night, broke the glaffes, 
and burnt their periwigs. ‘This 
was wit, and fpirit, and life, 


Formerly, women of all ranks 
wore hoops of five yards in cir- 
cumference, and no gentlewo- 
man could decently go out, ex- 


cept in a rich filk. This was 
grand. 


_ Formerly, Whitehall was 
deemed the firft piece of archi- 
tecture in England, 


The maids of ‘honour and 
women of high rank breakfafted 
upon toaft and, ale, with nut- 
meg and fpice, and ate beef- 
ftakes for a luncheon, . This 
gave an agreeable aromatic rich- 
nefs to their healths, and a kifs 
had fome flavour in it, 


Fleet-ditch, and many other 
ditches in the metropolis, were 
left conveniently open for the 
reception of dead cats and pre- 
fervation of mud, 
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thing contrary to their inclina- 
tions. This is not friendly. 


Now, great hoops are worn 
only to go to court, and women 
go out in linens or cottons, This 
is Mean. 


Now, the Royal Academy has 
infinitely the advantage, and 
evinces the fuperiority of the 


| prefent age in architecture, 


Now their breakfafts muft be 
fetched from the remoteft parts 
of the earth, Tea and fugar are 


deemed effentials; and poets, and 


men of quality, and men of no 
quality, feed. principally upon 
effences, folid flefh being too 
grofs for their delicate {tomachs. 


Now every ditch is covered 
with a ftreet, and you cannot 
drown .a cat without taking it 
down to the Thames, which is 
extremely inconvenient to thofe 
who live far off. 


M. Z. 
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